
Oliver Wolcott Library Fiction Book Group 2021-22 
Meets the second Thursday of the month at 3:30 pm   (860) 567-8030   www.owlibrary.org 

New members welcome – join one or all discussions 
 

July 8, 2021 On Earth We’re Briefly Gorgeous   Ocean Vuong 

The novel is a letter from a son to a mother who cannot read. Written when the speaker is in his late 
twenties, the letter unearths a family’s history that began before he was born – a history whose 
epicenter is rooted in Vietnam – and serves as a doorway into parts of his life his mother has never 
known. Asking questions central to our American moment, this poet-turned novelist explores race, class, 
and masculinity.   Moderated by Kathy 
 

August 12 The Vagrants Yiyun Li 

Post-Mao politics in China make this novel engrossing.  It focuses on life after 1975, when freedom of 
ideas and thought are still not part of Chinese lives.  A town resident is a young married woman with a 
child who speaks out for improvements in the treatment of “political.”  To save themselves, her husband 
and his parents denounce her publicly.   Moderated by Margaret 
 

September 9 We Have Always Lived in the Castle Shirley Jackson 

The main characters have been ostracized by a small community.  Taking readers deep into a labyrinth of 
dark neurosis, Shirley Jackson describes a perverse, isolated, and possibly murderous family and the 
struggle that ensues when a cousin arrives at their estate.  She takes the everyday and twists it 
somehow into a subtle and creepy tale.   Moderated by Jeff 
 

October 14 Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet 
                              pair with Non-Fiction:  The Woman Warrior 

Jamie Ford 

In the 1940s a Chinese American and a Japanese American student become friends amid the chaos of 
blackouts, curfews, and FBI raids, before the girl and her family are swept up in the evacuations to the 
internment camps.  Years later the man begins a search that reminds us of a shameful episode in 
American history.  The book cautions us to examine the present and understand the discrimination still 
faced by Asian-Americans in the 21st century.   Moderated by Cara 
 

November 11 Beheld TaraShea Nesbit 

In this plain-spoken historical novel, the story of the Mayflower Pilgrims and Plymouth Colony is 
refracted through the prism of female characters.  Despite the novel’s quietness of telling, its currency is 
the human capacity for cruelty and subjugation.   Moderated by Cindy 
 

December 9 Valentine Elizabeth Wetmore 

Mercy is hard in a place like this . . . . It’s February 1976 in Odessa, Texas.  In the early hours of the 
morning after Valentine’s Day, a young girl appears on the front porch of another house, broken and 
barely alive.  The attack on her in a nearby oil field is tried in the churches and barrooms of Odessa 
before it can reach a court of law.  When justice is evasive, the stage is set for a showdown with 
potentially devastating consequences.   Moderated by Frances 
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January 13, 2022 Life Class Pat Barker 

Set in the era just before World War I, three young artists-to-be come together in a life changing way.  
How will they make their mark on the world?  When war breaks out, will they see the world anew?  How 
will their experiences change them?  War affects everyone, whether or not they are in the front lines.  
Barker's writing style and the subject matter keep you intrigued from start to finish.  Moderated by Curry 
 

February 10 For Whom the Bell Tolls          1943 movie to be discussed also Ernest Hemingway 

In 1937 Ernest Hemingway traveled to Spain to cover the civil war as a journalist.  This die-hard liberal 
realized that the "good guys" were possibly their own worst enemies, and this realization gives the novel 
Hemingway wrote three years later its moral excellence.  A young antifascist American fighting in the 
civil war is attached to a guerilla unit in the mountains of Spain.  A love story and a conflicted Spanish 
guerilla leader add to the novel’s complexity.   Moderated by Diane 
 

March 10 The Accidental Tourist                        Movie to be discussed also Anne Tyler 

Anne Tyler explores the slippery alchemy of attracting opposites:  a careful, fearful man and the quirky 
woman who invades his safe life.  A travel writer hates travel, adventure, surprises, and anything outside 
of his routine.  Then he meets an eccentric dog trainer too optimistic to let him disappear into himself.   
Tyler is doing what she does best - presenting quiet, ordinary, but eccentric people and making you love 
them.  There's also a wonderful movie, perfectly cast.   Moderated by Nancy 
 

April 14 The Things They Carried Tim O’Brien 

The book is a meditation on war, memory, imagination, and the power of storytelling.  It depicts the 
men of Alpha Company, including the character Tim O’Brien, who survived his own tour in Vietnam to 
become a father and writer.  The stories open our eyes to the nature of war.  In the decades since its 
publication it has never failed to challenge our perceptions of fact and fiction, war and peace, and 
courage, longing, and fear.   Moderated by Laura B 
 

May 12 I Married a Communist Philip Roth 

This is the story of the rise and fall of a man who becomes a big-time 1940s radio star, then is destroyed 
in the McCarthy witch hunt of the 1950s.  In this story of betrayal and revenge, Philip Roth portrayed 
that treacherous epoch when anti-Communist fever not only infected national politics but traumatized 
the lives of friends and families, husbands and wives, parents and children.   Moderated by Dick 
 

June 9 Asymmetry Lisa Halliday 

Asymmetry explores the imbalances in human relations:  inequities in age, power, talent, wealth, fame, 
geography, and justice.  The first section tells the story of a young American editor’s relationship with a 
much older writer.  In the second section, an Iraqi-American man is detained by immigration officers in 
Heathrow.  These two seemingly disparate stories gain resonance in the final section.    
Moderated by Kathy 
 

July 14 Me Before You Jojo Moyes 

Moyes uses the two main characters to create a contrasting love story between two desperately 
opposite people.  The woman struggles to find her next step of life, while the man struggles to deal with 
living a life that was less than what he was used to.  His condition gave her a purpose: to get him to 
change his mind.  Important questions are raised about the quality of living and whether a death with 
dignity is possible.  Moderated by Laura S                                                                 List as of June 12, 2021 


